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The small horse with the big heart, Fox, and
Tonny Jensen won the Intermediate 2.

As dressage has grown rapidly in the
United States during the past few years,
so has the necessity to compare the pro-
gress of our higher level riders and horses
with their European counterparts. Most
American judges have judged only in the
United States and Canada where, despite
the growth, higher ievel riders are scarce
compared to in Europe. At the 1975 CHIO
Aachen, for example, Class 21, Prix St.
Georges, had eighty-eight entries. And,
since this was an official event, all those
competitors had the blessings of their FNs
and hence were the best from their coun-
tries.

Only a few American judges have judged
in Europe, and they are consequently in
great demand by show organizers. As a
result, the same few horses and riders
compete before the same few judges time
after time, and the experience gained is of
doubtful value.

Several attempts to rectify this probiem
have been made in the past. Some of our
top judges have been sent by the AHSA
(FN) to attend FEl-sponsored judges’
forums in Europe. This, however, did not
expose them to large numbers of horses
and riders, nor did it put them in a real
situation where they could compare their
scores against those of their European
colleagues in test after test.

Another approach was to invite experi-
enced European judges of international
caliber to hold judges’ forums in the United
States. This, toc, had its limitations,
since in many areas no horse and rider
teams who could serve as adequate de-
monstrators were available. But even
under these circumstances, this approach
contributed substantially towards greater
and more uniform understanding of FEI
definitions and standards, and thus im-
proved judging quality.
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But these forums were essentially class-
room work, and only practice produces
experience. Also, something had to be
done for our horses and riders. To send a
large group of them to compete in Europe,
however desirable, would present insur-
mountable financial problems, transporta-
tion alone costing several thousands of
dollars for each horse. The other alterna-
tive was to bring some European compe-
titors to this country, and also some
judges, killing two birds with one stone:
give the riders a chance to compete against
Europeans of quality and be judged by
experienced European judges. As a bonus,
the American dressage community would
have an opportunity to watch experienced
European horses and riders.

The simplest way to achieve this was to
organize a Concours de Dressage Interna-
tional, a CDI.

Last year, after the first Dressage at
Devon show, we discussed such an under-
taking in connection with this show in the
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not too distant future. At that time, we
pointed out that 1976 would be quite favor-
able for the first United States CDI, since
many European competitors would come
to North America anyway for the Olympics,
making it possible to convince some of
them to either come earlier or to stay after
Bromont. We mentioned the reserve
horses and riders in particular as a pos-
sible source of participants, since in this
way they would not come to North America
without competing at all.

The Dressage at Devon show committee,
after balancing their books from their first
event, decided to wait a while before at-
tempting a costly affair, which the CDI
would certainly be, and decided to run a
normal show, actually smaller than the
1975 one, in 1976. A while later, a new
possibility for a CDI was announced by the
North Carolina Dressage and Combined
Training Association, the Beaux Arts
Dressage Show, to be held in November of
1976 and thus not in conjunction with the
Olympic Games. Since this was to be a
benefit affair for the North Carolina School
of the Arts, ample financial support, which
could have enticed European riders to
come and compete, was indicated.

In the meantime, another dressage
organization got into act. The International

Equestrian Organization, one ¢f -2 -.cast
dressage groups in the East, asked the
AHSA to request a CDI recognition from
the FEI for a show at York, Pennsylvania,
two weeks after the closing of the Olympic
Games. The FEI gave its blessings, and
the IEQ set out to work. And on August
13, 1976, the York 1976 CDI commenced
with a Prix St. Georges class. ~
- The facilities at the York Interstate Fair-
grounds are superb. Much that was needed
was already available, for example, excel-
lent permanent stabling. A sand arena was
built in the northeastern corner of the grass
oval that is the center of the Fairgrounds.
This is today the best sand arena in the
United States, built to the same specifica-
tions as the arena in Bromont and costing
over $50,000. Temporary bleachers along
the long sides of the arena and a tent with
reserved sets just behind A accomodated
the spectators, with a total seating capacity
of about three thousand. The judging
boxes were well designed, and behind the
C box stood a stand for photographers. In
sum, the physical facilities left nothing to
be desired.

" The IEO set out to secure a solid finan-
cial basis for their project, asking for help
not only from the community but also from
the People-to-People Sports Committee,
Inc., which was supposed to raise a sub-
stantial amount from their usual sources.
However, it failed to do this, and at the
time of the event its total contribution was
$300. The community of York, however,
gave the undertaking its wholehearted

support, which is apparent when one leafs
through the 70-page show program that is
full of local advertising.

Karin Schluetter of Germany and Liostro - the
winners of the Bicentennial Dressage Cup.







